	FIRE BEHAVIOR FORECAST


	FORECAST NUMBER   2
	TYPE OF FIRE:  SURFACE

	FIRE NAME          BTU Lightning
	OPERATIONAL PERIOD  June 29, 2008

	DATE ISSUED     6/28/2008
	TIME ISSUED  1900

	UNIT:  Cal Fire – Butte Unit
	SIGNED  David Kerr

	INPUTS

	WEATHER SUMMARY: The inversion will persist until 1400 hours today with some clearing over the ridges, but smoke remaining in the deeper canyons and drainages.  Highs today near 90 degrees with minimum humidity 20 to 25%.  Winds mostly SW 4 to 10 with gusts to 20mph.  Gusts decreasing after 2100.


	FIRE BEHAVIOR

	GENERAL:  Surface fire dominates all areas of the complex.  Spread is being driven by areas of continuous dead surface fuels and heavy dead material.  As heavy fuel burns down, roll out occurs allowing the fire to spread to the drainage bottoms.   Sufficient fuels exist in the drainages to reposition the fire for low intensity slope runs.  The slightly strong inversion forecast for today will help maintain  the surface fire characteristic over the entirety of the complex


	SPECIFIC

Priority Fires:   West Fire – The fire will continue to back down into the west fork of the Feather River.  The majority of the fire is out of alignment with the slope and will need to reposition before sustained slope runs could occur.  The fire has not demonstrated the ability to sustain anything but surface fire. The heavier the surface dead fuel loading the greater the fireline intensity, but group torching or crowning is not expected from the fire today.  
Smokey Fire – The upper slopes of the fire is holding well but the fire continues to back through the process rollout into Little Smokey Creek.  Surface fire will dominate today on all portions of the fire.  
Breakneck Fire - The fire will continue to back into Breakneck Creek and has already crossed in one area.  Continuous fine conifer litter is readily available in the fire area as are large amounts of larger dead fuels, especially in the drainage bottom and in cut units.  The fire has supported group torching previously and could again today as the fire repositions for some slope supported spread.  
Hwy 70 Fires – Many of the fires have merged or will soon do so.  Fire spread is again dominated by dead fuels and in some areas, brush species are acting as a barrier to backing fire spread.   Surface fire will be the dominate fire characteristic, even during upslope supported run.  CAUTION.  The Jarbo Gap RAWS near Big Bend of the Feather River has displayed strong north winds between 0400 and 0900 the past 5 days.  This should be expected again early morning on the 30th.  These winds could push the fire strongly down canyon if the winds surface into the river canyon.


	AIR OPERATIONS:  Conditions will be slightly worse than yesterday.  Expect minimal morning clearing over the fire area.  Ridge tops and higher elevations of the complex will have the best conditions.  Visibility into deep drainages may be poor for the duration of the day.  


	SAFETY

· Roll-out will challenge any under slung line as steep slopes and the complete burn down of larger dead fuels sets the stage for hot rolling material.  Upslope runs should be expected should this occur and while group torching is not expected; surface fire intensity will be much higher when slope supports fire spread.
· The strong inversion today will limit the availability of air support.  Tactics should not be based on having

    aircraft to support crew actions.


