	FIRE BEHAVIOR FORECAST
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	INPUTS

	WEATHER SUMMARY: A RED FLAG WARNING HAS BEEN ISSUED FOR THE FIRE AREA 

	FIRE BEHAVIOR: 

	GENERAL:  The fire is under the in the influence of persistent high pressure with associated strong east winds, near record high temperatures and RH’s in the teens.  The fire activity has increased significantly the past 2 days with long range spotting and group torching common.  Reburn has occurred in both the West Fire and Rim Fire and will occur in other old burn areas where the original fire burned as a low intensity surface fire. These burn areas should not be considered as barriers to fire spread.  Fuels remain very receptive for spotting and the wind is oriented across firelines, especially at the lower end of the Feather River Canyons.

	SPECIFIC:  
Camp Fire – The down canyon/easterly winds will challenge all areas of the fire today, especially in the early morning.  Expect the strongest down canyon winds between 0200 and 1000hrs, and then gradually decreasing during the day.  Some of the best suppression opportunities will occur during the afternoon as the onshore winds counteracts the east winds.  The Concow area will again experience the strongest morning winds due to the orientation of the drainages.  Active fire spread and spotting should be anticipated near shift change with conditions becoming more favorable between 1200 and 2200.  The heavy smoke cover is reducing the probability of ignition, but fuels are still extremely receptive even under the smoke.
Reburn is occurring in both the old Rim and West Fires.  Any fire area where surface fire occurred and left the scorched canopy should be considered a reburn threat when active fire enters it.   The live fuels which were retarding fire spread early in the incident are becoming available, especially when active fire is run at them.  This change in the fuels and the associated fire behavior is most noticeable at elevations below 3,000’.  
Pit Fire – The Pit and the Camp have merged along Hwy 70 and a combination of backing fire and rollout is cleaning up unburned areas.  The top of the Pit fire will continue to spread under this current weather pattern as the easterly flow allows the fire to find paths of available fuel or spread through a series of spot fires.  As the weather moderates, this type of spread will end.   
Belden Fire - The fire is still boxed in by Chips and Indian creeks.  Very little surface dead fine fuel exists in the footprint of the Storrie Fire; however the large dead/down fuel component has proved it will carry surface fire.  Snag safety is critical on any sections of direct fireline, as existing snags will weaken after the fire passes.  A change in fuel type, moisture and continuity is proving successful at checking fire spread to the northwest.

	AIR OPERATIONS: Smoke will impact aviation operations again today, with the possibility of Chico Helibase being smoked in. Lighter winds today will keep smoke over the incident most of the day.  Clearing will be sporadic, but as usual the best visibility will be at the Belden and Pit fires

	SAFETY
· Suppression actions are taking place at the head of a wind driven fire (especially in the morning hours).  The fuels in the lower portion of the Feather River are all very receptive for spotting and will react quickly should spots occur.  Make sure that escapes routes are viable and cannot be compromised by spot fire activity. 
· The west fork of the Feather River cannot be relied upon to check the fire spread east of Paradise.  Firefighting within the community is highly probable with the most likely time being near shift change.  Fuels exist inside the residential areas that are receptive to firebrands, therefore it is not just the direct wildland/urban interface that is a concern for structure protection, but also many streets back from the rim. 



