	FIRE BEHAVIOR FORECAST


	FORECAST NUMBER   29
	TYPE OF FIRE SURFACE 

	FIRE NAME BTU LIGHTNING COMPLEX
	OPERATIONAL PERIOD JULY 26, 2008

	DATE ISSUED     JULY 25, 2008
	TIME ISSUED 1900

	UNIT       BUTTE UNIT, PLUMAS NATIONAL FOREST
	SIGNED                                                             Jim Turner

	INPUTS

	WEATHER SUMMARY

SEE INCIDENT METEOROLOGIST FORECAST



	OUTPUTS

FIRE BEHAVIOR

	GENERAL

INPUTS 

HAZARD TREES, ROLLING MATERIAL, STUMP HOLES AND SCORCHED CANOPY ARE AN ISSUE ALL OVER THIS FIRE IN ALL DIVISIONS AND BRANCHES.   PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO AREAS WITH POTENTIAL FOR REBURN.    

FINE DEAD FUEL MOISTURE = 4-9%.    1000 HR FUEL MOISTURE @ CARPENTER RIDGE= 6% PROBABILITY OF IGNITION= 30-80%  

MAXIMUM SPOTTING DISTANCE 0.4 MILES.  CRITICAL WIND SPEED FOR CROWN TRANSITION 17 MPH AT TREE TOP LEVEL.  

HAINES INDEX 5 = MODERATE POTENTIAL FOR LARGE FIRE GROWTH



	SPECIFIC

CONCOW BRANCH

THERE IS POTENTIAL FOR FIRE ACTIVITY IN THE MID MORNING TO LATE AFTERNOON HOURS, SMOLDERING SNAGS AND ROLL OUT PRESENT A HAZARD TO THE LINE WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF OCCASIONAL SCORCHED CROWN REBURN.  INTERIOR ISLANDS WILL REMAIN ACTIVE WITH OCCASIONAL SURFACE FUELS BURNING INTO THE LADDER AND AERIAL FUELS.  

LIVE FUEL MOISTURES: 

MANZANITA = 110% @ 2970’ Elev./ 98% @ 4222’ Elev.  

CHINKAPIN = 77% @ 4222’ Elev.

MAPLE = 175% @ 3800’ Elev.

LONG BRANCH 

INTERIOR FIRES IN THE STRINGERS OF TREES WILL STAY ACTIVE THROUGHOUT THE DAY AND INTO EARLY EVENING.  SNAGS REPRESENT THE LARGEST HAZARD OF SENDING EMBERS ALOFT WITH THE LARGE DIAMETER DEAD FUELS BEING A POSSIBLE RECEPTIVE FUEL BED FOR EMBERS.  HELICOPTER BUCKET WORK AND ROTOR WASH CLOSE TO THE CONTAINMENT LINES HAS THE POTENTIAL TO CAST BURNING MATERIAL ACROSS THE LINE INTO RECEPTIVE FUELS. 

SPECIAL GROUPS/DIVISIONS

INTERIOR ISLANDS HAVE THE POTENTIAL FOR FIRE ACTIVITY IN THE MID MORNING TO AFTERNOON HOURS. SMOLDERING SNAGS AND ROLL OUT PRESENT A HAZARD TO THE LINE WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF OCCASIONAL SCORCHED CROWN REBURN.     

FREY FIRE

NORTH OF THE FALL RIVER SMOLDERING HEAVY FUELS WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF OCCASIONAL FLARE UPS.  



	AIR OPERATIONS

· BETTER VISIBILITY FROM MID-MORNING TO AFTERNOON.  



	SAFETY
· wEAKENED SNAGS MAY FALL ACROSS CONTAINMENT LINES.

· DOWNED HEAVY FUELS MAY CONTAIN HIDDEN POCKETS OF BURNING MATERIAL.

· SEVERE FIRE BEHAVIOR POTENTIAL FUEL MOISTURE GUIDE – PG 76 (INCIDENT RESPONSE POCKET GUIDE)

· HELICOPTER BUCKET WORK AND ROTOR WASH CLOSE TO THE CONTAINMENT LINES HAS THE POTENTIAL TO CAST BURNING MATERIAL ACROSS THE LINE INTO RECEPTIVE FUELS.    



	


