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NAME OF INCIDENT: BTU Lightning Complex


UNIT:  CAL Fire Butte Unit

PREDICTION FOR: Friday August 1, 2008 – Tuesday August 5, 2008
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Chris Jordan
FORECAST ISSUED:  1000 PDT July 31, 2008


Incident Meteorologist
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
WEATHER DISCUSSION:

    …BREEZY CONDITIONS EACH AFTERNOON…

High pressure will continue over the southwestern US with a weak trough of low pressure over the Pacific Northwest.  This pattern will continue to bring breezy afternoon winds through the weekend, especially on ridges and exposed slopes.  Temperatures through the weekend will be a little below normal with humidity a little above normal.  Some mid and high clouds will move over the area Friday night and Saturday morning, but no storms or rain is expected.  Pressure gradients loosen up starting Monday which will bring a decrease in the afternoon winds.  High pressure will strengthen Tuesday and Wednesday warming temperatures back to near normal.  The most significant wind during this timeframe will be the downslope/downcanyon winds in the morning, however they won’t be overly strong or significant.  The atmosphere may become moist and unstable Wednesday and Thursday leading to a slight chance of thunderstorms.
WEATHER FORECAST For Friday
WEATHER:



Increasing mid and high clouds in the afternoon, otherwise hazy.
TEMPERATURES:


Minimums 56-61 except near 45 valley bottoms.





Maximums 88-96 except 75-80 above 5000 ft.
HUMIDITY:



Maximums 50-60% except 35-40% midslopes; Minimums 14-20%.
20-FOOT WINDS:


Upslope 3-6 mph until 1300, then becoming Southwest 8-13 mph with gusts to 20 mph. 

Afternoon gusts up to 25 mph on ridges.  Winds will become downslope/downcanyon 

4-8 mph by 2100.  Gusts up to 25 mph possible in the Feather River Drainage.
WEATHER FORECAST For Saturday
WEATHER:



Some high clouds in the morning, otherwise clear.
TEMPERATURES:


Minimums 55-60 except near 45 valley bottoms.





Maximums 86-94 except near 75 above 5000 ft.

HUMIDITY:



Maximums 50-60% except 35-40% midslopes; Minimums 13-19%.
20-FOOT WINDS:


Upslope 3-6 mph until 1300, then becoming Southwest 9-14 mph with gusts to 22 mph. 

Afternoon gusts 25 to 30 mph on ridges.  Winds will become downslope/downcanyon 

4-8 mph by 2100.  Gusts up to 20 mph possible in the Feather River Drainage.

WEATHER FORECAST For Sunday
WEATHER:



Clear.
TEMPERATURES:


Minimums 55-60 except near 45 valley bottoms.





Maximums 87-95 except 75-80 above 5000 ft.

HUMIDITY:



Maximums 45-55% except 35-40% midslopes; Minimums 12-17%.
20-FOOT WINDS:


Upslope 3-6 mph until 1300, then becoming Southwest 9-14 mph with gusts to 22 mph. 

Afternoon gusts 25 to 30 mph on ridges.  Winds will become downslope/downcanyon 

5-10 mph by 2100.  Gusts up to 25 mph possible in the Feather River Drainage.
EXTENDED FORECAST for Monday and Tuesday:  Clear.  Maximum temperatures 90-98 except near 80 above 5000’. Minimum humidity 11-16%.  Winds downcanyon 6-12 mph in the early morning with gusts up to 30 mph in the Feather River Drainage.  Afternoon winds upslope 5-10 mph with gusts up to 20 mph.
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***** SUBMIT SPOT REQUESTS TO THE SACRAMENTO WEATHER SERVICE OFFICE FOR *****

***** UPDATED FORECAST *****            
