	FIRE BEHAVIOR FORECAST


	FORECAST NUMBER   EXTENDED
	TYPE OF FIRE   SURFACE 

	FIRE NAME   BTU LIGHTNING COMPLEX
	OPERATIONAL PERIOD    AUGUST 1 – AUGUST 5, 2008

	DATE ISSUED     JULY 31, 2008
	TIME ISSUED 1900

	UNIT   BUTTE UNIT, PLUMAS NATIONAL FOREST
	SIGNED                                                             Jim Turner FBST

	INPUTS

	WEATHER SUMMARY

SEE INCIDENT METEOROLOGIST EXTENDED FORECAST FOR AUGUST 1 – AUGUST 5, 2008



	OUTPUTS

FIRE BEHAVIOR



	GENERAL

INPUTS 

FINE DEAD FUEL MOISTURE = 4-9%.  PROBABILITY OF IGNITION = 70% DECREASING TO 30% IN THE LATE PM HOURS  

SPOTTING DISTANCE = .2 - .4 MILES DEPENDING ON SLOPE LOCATION. 

CRITICAL WIND SPEED FOR CROWN TRANSITION 17 MPH AT TREE TOP LEVEL.  

HAINES INDEX 4 = LOW POTENTIAL FOR LARGE FIRE GROWTH



	SPECIFIC

THERE IS POTENTIAL FOR FIRE ACTIVITY IN THE MID MORNING TO LATE AFTERNOON HOURS.  FUEL TEMPERATURES HAVE REMAINED IN THE MID 90’S TO LOW 100’S.  INTERIOR ISLANDS WILL REMAIN ACTIVE WITH OCCASIONAL SURFACE FUELS BURNING INTO THE LADDER FUELS.  FLAME LENGTHS FROM THE SURFACE FUELS SHOULD NOT EXCEED 1 ½ FEET.  HEAVY DOWN FUELS CONTINUE TO BE A RECEPTIVE FUEL BED FOR EMBERS.  SMOLDERING SNAGS, STUMP HOLES AND ROLL OUT PRESENT A HAZARD WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF OCCASIONAL SCORCHED CROWN REBURN.  SLIGHT RH RECOVERY IN THE PM HOURS WILL HAVE MINIMAL IMPACT TO THE FUELS.  

LIVE FUEL AND RESIDUAL GROUND MOISTURE IN THE DRAINAGES HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THE AMOUNT OF UNBURNED ISLANDS FOUND THROUGHOUT THE FIRE.           

LIVE FUEL MOISTURES:

TAKEN AS OF JULY 25, 2008 

MANZANITA = 110% @ 2970’ Elev./ 98% @ 4222’ Elev.  

CHINKAPIN = 77% @ 4222’ Elev.

MAPLE = 175% @ 3800’ Elev.

FERN = 216% @ 3900’ Elev.

KINNIKINNICK (High Mountain Manzanita mistaken for Snow Brush)   = 94% @ 6200’ Elev.

NEW FIRES OUTSIDE OF THE CONTAINMENT LINES HAVE THE POTENTIAL FOR RAPID GROWTH WITH EXTREME FIRE BEHAVIOR.  THERE ARE NO PREDICTED WIND EVENTS WITHIN THE NEXT 5 DAYS, IF A WIND EVENT SHOULD OCCURE SPOTTING WILL BE A MAJOR FACTOR IN FIRE GROWTH. 



	AIR OPERATIONS

· GOOD VISIBILITY FROM MID-MORNING TO LATE AFTERNOON.  THERE IS THE POTENTIAL FOR REDUCED VISIBILITY DEPENDING ON WIND DIRECTION BLOWING SMOKE INTO THE AREA FROM THE RIDGE FIRE.  



	SAFETY

       (     HAZARD TREES, ROLLING MATERIAL, STUMP HOLES AND SCORCHED CANOPY ARE AN ISSUE ALL OVER THIS

              FIRE IN ALL DIVISIONS AND BRANCHES.   PAY SPECIAL ATTENTION TO AREAS WITH POTENTIAL FOR REBURN      


