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FORECAST ISSUED: Tuesday 8/17/09 @ 2000

Incident Meteorologist


WEATHER DISCUSSION:  Only minor fluctuations in the overall weather are expected over the next two days.  Night and morning stratus will remain with mostly terrain driven winds. Visibilities will continued to be limited at times due to morning low clouds and fog with areas of smoke.
WEATHER FORECAST:                   
TODAY:

WEATHER: Morning low clouds and patchy fog…especially lower elevations. Otherwise…sunny with smoke and haze.
MAX TEMPERATURES: 70-79…66-73 below 1200 feet


24 HOUR CHANGE: little 

MIN HUMIDITY:  45-55%...up to 65% in smoke filled valleys

    
24 HOUR CHANGE: little
20 FT WINDS:  

RIDGETOP – Variable 2-5 mph in the morning becoming west in the afternoon 4-8 mph. Gusts up to 11 mph. Strongest along immediate coastline.
SLOPE/VALLEY – Mainly terrain driven with upslope/upvalley 2-6 mph with gusts to 10 mph.   Winds maybe gusty at Branch III when the marine layer dissipates and sea breeze kicks in 8-12 mph.
STABILITY/INVERSION: Marine layer 1300-1600 feet dissipating 1030-1130AM, but lowering humidities will lag by 1-2 hrs. Not a lot of mixing through the day so smoke will remain…especially in lower valleys.
TUESDAY NIGHT FORECAST:  
WEATHER: Low clouds and patchy fog developing overnight. Otherwise, partly cloudy with areas of smoke. 
MIN TEMPERATURES: 48-56
MAX HUMIDITY: 65-80% above 1500 feet and 85-100% below
20 FT WINDS:


RIDGETOP –Northwest 4-8 mph in the evening becoming variable 2-6 mph overnight.
SLOPE/VALLEY – downslope/downvalley winds less than 4 mph.
Extended Outlook: Thursday and Friday:  An upper level trough will gradually approach the west coast as high pressure builds over the four corners region Thursday and Friday. This will bring slightly cooler temperatures to region with continued onshore flow.
Weather History for Tuesday: 

Ben Lomond RAWS (2598FT) 

Max Temp: 88 Min RH: 23% Peak Wind: NW 8mph 


FOBS Shockey (Bucket Safety)

Max Temp: 66 Min RH: 70% Peak Wind: SW 6mph
FOBS Richmond (Bucket Firing)
Max Temp: 65 Min RH: 65% Peak Wind: W 5mph
CDF 19 Portable (1000 FT)

Max Temp: 66 Min RH: 65% Peak Wind: S 3mph
WEATHER MESSAGE OF THE DAY
Take hourly weather observations to monitor RH trends and increasing winds when marine layer begins to dissipate.

