Wayne National Forest Snagging Standards

Snagging on the prescribed fire side of the fireline (October 1 to March 31):
Within 66’ (1 chain) of the fireline, evaluate snags and trees with hazardous characteristics for safety risk before felling. 
Cut snags and trees that:
· pose a serious threat to firefighter safety
· are an obvious spotting hazard
· lean heavily towards and could fall across the fireline
Consider leaving those snags and trees that pose less of a safety risk and where the hazard can be mitigated*, and which potentially provide bat-roosting habitat. For example, protect trees or snags that:
· lean away from the fireline
· are large (>15” dbh) oak and shagbark hickory trees that are somewhat fire-resistant
· are smaller and pose less threat but produce bat-roosting characteristics, like midstory black locust, sassafras, redbud, or others that have cavities or loose bark
· only possess one defect, such as a dead branch or a cat face, and are low-risk at this time
Snags over 66’ (1 chain) of the fireline may be cut if they pose a threat to firefighter safety, are a spotting hazard, or could fall across the fireline, unless they possess potential bat-roosting characteristics. 
*Snags and trees with potential bat-roosting characteristics should be protected by means of clearing fuel away from the base to at least 3 feet.
Snagging on the green (non-burn) side of the fireline (October 1 to March 31): 
Within 33’ (1/2 chain) of the fireline, evaluate snags and trees with hazardous characteristics within 33’ (1/2 chain) of the fireline for safety risk before felling. 
Cut snags and trees that:
· pose a serious threat to firefighter safety
· are an obvious spotting hazard
· lean heavily towards and could fall across the fireline
However, protect snags and trees that possess potential bat-roosting characteristics where the hazard can be mitigated by means of clearing fuel away from the base to at least 3 feet.  
Bat Tree Characteristics Are:
· Exfoliating or sloughing bark with space underneath for roosting bats, especially if the tree is exposed to sunlight (located in a gap or along a forest edge)
· Cracks, splits, crevices, shattered/broken tops with cracks and crevices
· Cavities that open from the outside and extend into the bole of the tree (not just a punky hole)
· Oaks and hickories, in general, provide a majority of bat roosts and should always be given extra consideration before felling.
