	
FIRE BEHAVIOR FORECAST



	FORECAST NUMBER: 9
	TYPE OF FIRE: WILDFIRE

	FIRE NAME: Ham Lake Fire
	OPERATIONAL PERIOD: May 12 – Day Operations

	DATE ISSUED: May 11, 2007
	TIME ISSUED: 2100

	UNIT: Superior NF
	SIGNED: T. Doggett – FBAN (trainee)

	WEATHER SUMMARY:

See fire weather forecast.

	
FIRE BEHAVIOR

	GENERAL:

Fire behavior is expected to moderate based on expected weather with a later start in the day for active fire behavior. Light winds will allow for fire behavior and fire spread to be shaped by terrain, fuel continuity and local wind influences. Under burned fuels and unburned interior fuels can still torch with short range spotting up to 500’. Probability of ignition is 60% in unshaded fuels. Under calm conditions spotting can occur up to 360 degrees around a group of torching trees.
 
Expected rates of spread: Head fire 8-10 chains/hour, Flanking fire 1 chain/hour & Backing fire .5 chain/hour. 
Expected flame lengths: Head fire 6 feet, Flanking fire 2-3 feet & Backing fire 1-2 feet.
Forecasted indices for today: ERC 52 - Very High & BI - 42 Very High

	SPECIFIC:

Division A

Interior pockets of unburned fuel and under burned areas along the 1347 road and Gunflint Trail can flare up and pose a short range spotting threat. Otherwise fire behavior should be favorable for securing line and mop-up. 
Divisions B & C

Although not as extreme as prior days, these divisions hold the greatest threat and potential for fire perimeter expansion, especially the East flank of Division C. Due to yesterday’s moderated fire activity and heavy smoke unknown spot fires may exist. Unburned interior pockets and under burned fuels will be available for single and group tree torching leading to short range spotting. The East end of Loon Lake and the Rush Lake areas hold the highest threat of vigorous fire activity. Snags will continue to burn and pose a safety hazard.
Division W, X, Y, Z
Light winds will be generally parallel minimizing fire growth along the Western perimeter. The continued threat of single tree and group tree torching exists for interior unburned islands, under burned fuels and unsecured perimeter. Favorable conditions will aid in securing and mopping up these divisions. Division Y will continue to creep westward at a slow rate through short range spotting into receptive fuels in the old Cavity Lake Fire area.
Structure Group 1

Conditions will be favorable to continue securing structures at the End of Gunflint Trail Road. As duff continues to burn trees and snags continue to pose a falling hazard.
Structure Group 2

Unburned and under burned fuel along Gunflint Road & CC 92 still poses a threat of single tree and group tree torching. Snags will continue to burn and pose a safety threat.



	AIR OPERATIONS:
Low level smoke will be present during the morning hours but lift quickly by mid-morning.

	
SAFETY
Under burned fuels can reburn under the right conditions. Maintain your situational awareness and watch for changes in your fire environment.


