AIRCRAFT PRE-FIRE PLAN

AIRCRAFT TYPE: Convair 580



    
             

 Reference: Mfg. Info.

AIRCRAFT DESCRIPTION: The Convair 580 it was originally a commercial airliner that was manufactured in the mid-1950.  Today, Conair Aviation of Abbotsford, British Columbia, Canada has converted two of these aircraft into the airtanker role.

	Length (ft)
	Wing Span (ft)
	Turn Radius (ft)
	Cruise Speed (Kts/mph)
	Range Loaded (St. miles)
	Gross Weight

(lbs.)
	Contract  Op. Wt. (lbs.)
	Retardant Load
	Number Gates
	ICS Type

	81’6”
	105’4”
	65’
	260/300
	
	54,600
	
	
	
	


AIRCRAFT DIAGRAM
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HAZARDS:















1. 1730 gallons / 12000 pounds of Jet A on-board (fully loaded), located in wings.  (Wet wing)  Fuel cell vents located approximately 12 feet from wing tip on lower surface.

2. Two batteries located in aft of left wing near fuselage. Open access door, to expose crank handle and its retaining pin.  Remove pin and crank to lower battery tray two inches, disconnecting the battery.

3. One or two oxygen cylinders located behind right crewmember.  Turn handle clockwise to close each bottle.

4. Propeller danger zone 25 feet

5. Prop blast 60 feet, jet blast is more hazardous

6. Hydraulic system pressurized to 3000 psi.

7. Engine Oil – 8.4 gallons per engine 

8. Hydraulic fluid – 9.5 gallons. 
9. 2 nitrogen cylinders located in left main wheel well.

10. Composite materials located in fire retardant tank fairings.

11. Avoid forcible entry behind flightcrew (electrical) and in floor behind left crewmember (hydraulic).

APPROACH TO ENTRY POINT:  (Engines running 80%+)

1. Approach directly from the tail, avoiding the propellers for a ten-foot radius, or under trailing edge of wing, from tip to fuselage.

PRE-DESIGNATED RESCUEMAN ACTIONS:
1. GAIN ENTRY

          
a.
Normal -

I.
Two doors on right side. Turn handle up and open doors UP.


II.
One door on left, aft of wing.  Rotate handle counter clockwise and swing door forward.


III.
NOTE: Original passenger door with airstair, forward of left wing is inoperable!

b.
Emergency Entry – Two overwing hatches, each side.  PULL handle and push hatch into aircraft.

c.
Cut-in / Forcible Entry – Cut around frame of entry hatch.

2. ENGINE SHUTDOWN

 
a.
NORMAL – Turn-off fuel and ignition switches located above left crewmember.  Battery master located overhead, right of center on DC Electrical Panel.

b.
EMERGENCY – pull EMERGENCY handles located just below the glare shield.
3.
AIRCREW EXTRACTION

 
a.
3 Crewmembers are attached to seats by shoulder harnesses secured to a lap belt quick disconnect fitting.  PULL lap belt quick disconnect fitting shoulder harness and lap belts will fall free.

OTHER FACTORS
1. Special tools/equipment: Power rescue saw and crash axe.

2. ACCESS FOR ENGINE FIRE – Inlet and exhaust holes or lower bottom section of cowling can be opened by releasing 4 catches, located about four feet aft of the prop.

3. AUXILLIARY POWER UNIT – Located in right engine nacelle.  Ignition switch located above First Officer, turn to OFF position.  For fire, use Right engine fire extinguishers.

4. Fire retardant tank has emergency pressure supply to open doors.  This can be detonated anytime from the cockpit.  Switch located on center console (Guarded).

5. Locations of switches and equipment and emergency procedures may vary for individual aircraft.  Crews should be briefed prior to aircraft dispatch.

COMMUNICATIONS PLAN: National Air Tanker frequency – 123-975.  This is the frequency used by all air tanker bases, air tankers and air tanker support aircraft during fire fighting operations.

AIR TANKERS OF THIS TYPE: 44, 45, 53, 54, 55 (Company call signs will have a “4” in front of tail numbers.)
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