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FIRE BEHAVIOR FORECAST

FORECAST NO. 6

NAME OF FIRE:  WILDFIRE

FOR:  DAY OPERATIONAL PERIOD

FOREST:  BOISE SHIFT DATE:  DAY 2

TIME AND DATE SIGNED:  HENRY GOELLE
FORECAST ISSUED: FIRE BEHAVIOR ANALYST

WEATHER SUMMARY:

We are entering a warming trend.  Today’s temperatures should be 83-85 degrees
with relative humidity near 22-25.  Eye level winds should be light and variable in the
morning increasing to 3-6 mph from the west to northwest in the afternoon.
Extended outlook is for hot and dry weather without any precipitation predicted for
the next ten days.

FIRE BEHAVIOR

GENERAL:

The fire should remain fairly inactive until the afternoon.  In the timber, expect
forward rates of spread of 6-14 chains/hour with flame lengths of 4 feet.  Expect
some torching and possible crowning in runs up the steeper slopes.  Backing fires
should have flame lengths of 1-2 feet with a ROS of less than 2 chains/hour.

In the more open, grassy areas expect uphill runs with flame lengths of 3-4 feet and
ROS over 50 chains/hour.  The fires will back down the hill at 5-7 chains per hour
with flame lengths of 1-2 feet.

SPECIFIC:

DIVISION A, B, C, D & F - This portion of the fire is lined.  There has not been
much fire activity the last two days.  I do not expect any significant fire activity in
these divisions.
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DIVISION E - The fire in this division has been lined.  However, there were some
fires that spotted across the line yesterday.  Expect some activity in these divisions
from unburned pockets adjacent to the fire line.

There may be some torching of individual and groups of trees.  Watch out for spot
fires that were not detected yesterday.

DIVISION G, H, I & J - In the timber, expect the fire to be relatively inactive in the
morning with activity picking up in the afternoon.  Expect some uphill runs with
flames lengths of 4+ feet and ROS of 10 feet/minute.  If this occurs expect some
torching will occur with short range spotting of less than 1/4 of a mile.  The fuels in
these divisions become more sparse on the ridgetops and as you near the Boise
River.  The fire will not burn as intensely in these areas but with significantly higher
ROS.  These fuels will not sustain a fire and will usually go out in the evening,
especially near the valleys where the maximum relative humidity is usually over 50%.
Retardant is usually effective in controlling fire spread in this type of fuel.

AIR OPERATIONS:

Smoke may limit air operations in the morning.  Skies should clear in the PM.

SAFETY:

There is a possibility that a subsidence inversion set up over the area last night.  If
these occurred RH’s will remain high until the afternoon and then plummet to 15%.
If this is the case, a plume dominated fires with long range spotting is possible.
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Health and Safety Message

Incident:  Wildfire Date:  Day 2 Time:  Day Operations

Major Hazards and Risks:

1)  Major fire activity, burn out, firing operations
2)  Blow up conditions
3)  Dehydration
4)  Traffic

Narrative:
L ookouts
C ommunications
E scape routes
S afety zones

Which ones are you missing?
S. Romulus

Safety Officer

Standard Firefighting Orders

1. Keep informed on fire weather conditions and forecasts.
2. Know what your fire is doing at all times
3. Base all actions on current and expected behavior of the fire.
4. Identify escape routes and safety zones, and make them known.
5. Post lookouts when there is possible danger.
6. Be alert.  Keep calm.  Think clearly.  Act decisively.
7. Maintain prompt communications with your forces, your supervisor and

adjoining forces.
8. Give clear instructions and insure they are understood.
9. Maintain control of your forces at all times.
10. Fight fire aggressively, having provided for safety first.
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