FIRE BEHAVIOR FORECAST

	INCIDENT:
	DRY LAKES COMPLEX
	OPERATIONAL PERIOD:
	7/20/03 (day)

	ADMINISTRATIVE UNIT:
	GILA NF
	FORECAST#:
	32

	WEATHER SUMMARY:

	Cloudy during the morning with afternoon isolated thunderstorms with gusty and erratic winds. Chance of wetting rain 10%.  Max temps:  low 80’s at higher elevations and around 100° at lower elevations.  Minimum relative humidities 12-26%.  Winds (20 ft) variable <5 mph, upslope in the afternoon.  Relative humidity recovery 60-80% at night. Haines predicted at 4 Low potential.

Monday - Wednesday:  Increased chance of thunderstorms with winds switching to more north-northwest 

See attached spot fire weather forecast(s).

	EXPECTED FIRE ACTIVITY:

	Short Range:  Relative humidities are still dropping into the low teens with hot temperatures and thunderstorms in the forecast, conditions ripe for fire spread. Areas with the highest potential for increased activity include any locations where heat is being retained for long periods, especially along hot edges and interiors. Fuels will keep burning out, most notably where heavy fuels are present. Spread will be mostly a backing fire with rollouts and some short upslope runs. Flame lengths should be less than 1 ft with areas of heavier fuel concentrations possibility up to 4 ft or higher.  Probability of ignition will be 80%.   

Mid-Range:  Looks like we’re still in the roller coaster situation with the weather so, until we get copious amounts of moisture the fire behavior will continue to react to the weather at hand. Heavier fuel concentrations will retain more heat and burn than the lighter fuels. Any fuels sheltered from the moisture will be the prime candidates for keeping the “home fires burning”.

The Energy Release Component (ERC) for fuel model G for the Gila Center RAWS is at 94 — remember, the 97th percentile is a reading of 84.  Still hitting those record ERC’s but for how long, we’ll have to wait & see.



	SPECIFIC FIRE BEHAVIOR:

	Dry Lake, Turnbo & Moonshine: After a little shot of moisture the last couple of days, Turnbo has quieted down significantly in both White & Mogollon Creek. Don’t let this fool you though it still has the most potential fire spread and is the main area we are watching. Topography and fuels in the area of these two creeks have the opportunity for spread, especially as a short- term drying trend begins to set up. Spread should be low to moderate with mostly a backing fire with occasional rollouts and short uphill runs. Flame lengths should be less than 1 ft with predominantly backing fire, if a thunderstorm decides to pause over the area updrafts and downdrafts could drastically increase spread in any direction and increase flame lengths. During the major run of the 16th  spotting was occurring  up to ¼ mile, this isn’t uncommon during thunderstorm. The heavy fuels continue to smolder and burnout. Dry Lake spread is southwest toward Shelly Peak & the mouth of South Creek, southeast Sycamore Canyon & Brushy Mountain to the southeast (mostly from the burnout on Brushy Mountain the last few days), and north to the West Fk of the Gila with backing, flanking and some head fire (especially in side drainages with heavy fuels). Moonshine is still showing lots of smokes existing on the eastern and southern border, however it picked up activity yesterday as a thunderstorm downdraft moved the fire closer to the Middle Fk of the Gila near Prior Cabin, reminding us that this fire as well as the other two just aren’t ready to go out. 

Granny: Granny’s in recline mode with interior smokes, kind of like age-spots. Smoldering & some real slow backing fire continues to be in her schedule.  The current burning is mostly in the interior.

	AIR OPERATIONS:

	Those pesky thunderstorms are still popping up with downdrafts & updrafts as well as the lightning threat. Inversions may in drainages, lifting during the mid-late morning. Rotorwash may be just enough wind to turn a little smoke into a flame so heads up.

	SAFETY:

	We still have hundreds of acres of unburned fuels between the fires and where crews are working, take advantage of weather to help your blacklining efforts but don’t wait for the perfect conditions, they may not come. A little bit of wind in the afternoon can get even a smoldering spot up and moving. Remember keep one foot in the black, black that won’t reburn.  
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