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Cities Looks to Clear Roads
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FAYETTEVILLE Cleaning up after a massive winter storm, Fayetteville will use assistance from the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the city’s own staff and, of course, the work of homeowners and residents, Mayor Lioneld Jordan said Thursday afternoon.

“FEMA is going to come and help us with some of this cleanup,” Jordan said after a meeting he and county officials had with the federal disaster agency.

President Barack Obama signed the disaster designation Wednesday night, freeing up millions of dollars in federal assistance.

Streets are being cleared by prioritizing need and throughways. Arterial roads get first attention as well as streets near hosptitals and other aid services, said Don Marr, chief of staff for Mayor Jordan.

“Today we were targeting communication towers,” Marr told the Fayetteville City Council Thursday evening during its agenda session.

“And we haven’t gotten to side streets,” Marr added. At one point the Fayetteville Transportation Department was more than 300 calls behind, explained Terry Gulley, a transportation official.
The destruction from fallen tress was so extreme that crews cut had to cut their way up Mount Sequoyah, and then had to cut their way back down because of trees falling behind them, Gulley said.

“It does look like a war zone. It’s been terrible,” said Adella Gray, a council member.

Another added twist to the ongoing ice storm saga is the problem of melting ice, which can shift and move branches and limbs encased in ice, snapping already frazzled power lines and putting customers back in the dark, say city and electric company officials.

“As the ice melts, though your power may be back on now, you could lose power in the melt of the storm,” Marr said. Residents should wait at least an hour before they assume the power will stay on.

Jordan advised residents to help each other during this time, particularly when it comes to clearing driveways and yards.

“Help your neighbor clear their driveways, because that’s something that we can’t utilize the city funds for,” said Marr.

The mayor and solid waste officials have conceded that the degree of tree and yard waste is too great for usual pickup and storage at the city’s compost and mulch center. Two additional locations have been established.

One of the locations is the Noland Wasterwater Treatment Plant. The other is at the Westside Wastewater Treatment Plant. Customers will also be

allowed to put out two extra bags of garbage next week since trash collection was all but suspended this week. However, Jordan continues to stress safety as thousands take to their backyards and streets with chain saws to clear through downed limbs, which

could be wrapped in power lines. “As power comes back on, that’s a lot of hot wires and you could be electrocuted even if within fifteen feet of one of those things,” Jordan said.

The mayor, who has been in office for less than a month, also stressed he plans to get to work on establishing a comprehensive disaster plan. It would give city officials a roadmap of how to react for the 72 hours following a natural disaster.

“I was a little surprised that we didn’t have one,” the new mayor added.

“We’re going to empower some of the citizens so that the neighborhoods will The city has two shelters in operation. One is at the Fayetteville Boys and Girls Club on Rupple Road, and another at the Salvation Army on 15th Street.

At the moment, the Salvation Army is above capacity, but officials there say they will not turn anyone away. The facility has a capacity for about 60 people, but was accommodating 100, as of 2 p.m. Thursday, said Jack Kiper, disaster services coordinator for the Fayetteville chapter of the Salvation Army.

The Salvation Army got its power restored at 10 a.m. The facility had been operating on generator power since losing electric service Monday night.

“We started to run out of towels,” Kiper said of the inconvenience.

The Salvation Army will also begin preparing meals for 500 people and fanning out the meal trucks across Fayetteville for anyone in need of the service.

“We’ve got three service teams on the ground and they will start going out with whatever the need will be,” Kiper said.

Fayetteville’s Red Cross shelter at the Boys and Girls Club is still open and still receiving residents in need of assistance.

“We have people getting their power on and going home, and then we have other people who can’t tough it out any longer and they’re coming in,” said

Linda Morgan, shelter manager for the American Red Cross in Fayetteville. Roughly 80 people are using the Red Cross facilities at the Fayetteville

Boys and Girls Club. The shelter will stay open as long as there’s a need, Morgan added.

Shelter users are asked to bring personal items like bedding, medications, toiletries and towels. Families with children are asked to bring items to

keep children occupied. The shelter will provide meals, showers and cots. The storm marks one of the worst natural disasters to strike Fayetteville and Northwest Arkansas in decades, and the mayor stresses perseverance.

“We have risen to the occasion,” Jordan remarked. “We’re a strong city and we’ll all get through this as fast as we can.”


J. T. WAMPLER THE MORNING NEWS Neighborhood residents gather to asses the damage on Johnson St. in Fayetteville Thursday Jan. 29, 2009.
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J. T. WAMPLER THE MORNING NEWS An employee of Asplundh Tree Specialists works Thursday Jan. 29 at clearing Treadwell St. in Fayetteville which was completly blocked by downed trees.

[image: image2.jpg]



J. T. WAMPLER THE MORNING NEWS Pedestrians walk along Louise St. in Fayetteville Thursday Jan. 29, 2009.

