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Recovery Begins
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By The Morning News

President Barack Obama cleared the way for federal disaster assistance in Northwest Arkansas by signing the declaration last night, federal officials in Washington confirmed Thursday morning.

Forty-eight counties throughout northern and central Arkansas have been declared a disaster, and are eligible for assistance from the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

A sizable handful of businesses and government offices reopened as a virtual armada of power crew trucks made the

More than half of Ozarks Electric Cooperation’s 65,000 customers remained without power Thursday morning.

Outage numbers for the cooperative did not changed significantly last night for the estimated 45,3500 customers without power because cooperative workers are focusing their efforts restoring electrical substations.

All substations now have most circuits operational except for Combs, according to a press release from the cooperative.

Another 43,600 residents served by Southwestern Electric Power Co. in Benton, Carroll and Washington counties are also still without lights, according to the company’s website.

Cox Communications is working to restore cable service, and city crews around the region are checking on water lines, according to representatives.

In Fayetteville, Mayor Lioneld Jordan and his chief of staff Don Marr are meeting with county and Federal Emergency Management Agency officials this morning to work through specifics. The cleanup could take weeks or months, say city officials.

The city is damaged, but far from broken. By Thursday morning, against the steady din of chain saws, the Fayetteville was well on its way to digging out of the record winter storm as city service and local businesses came back to life.

Garbage collection is on hold for the remaining of the week, said Brian Pugh, waste and recycling coordinator for the city of Fayetteville. Workers from this department have been placed on road crews, helping clear debris from streets.

Limbs and branches should be cut into manageable sections - 12 feet of shorter - and placed on the curb.


J. T. WAMPLER THE MORNING NEWS Electricians from Pike Electric Inc. load supplies Thursday Jan. 29, 2009 at the Baum Stadium parking lot at the University of Arkansas. 
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JOSH DOOLEY THE MORNING NEWS Employees of Kansas City Power and Light have a meeting in downtown Rogers before heading out to work on Thursday, January 29.

