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Rogers Employees Dig In, Work Where Needed

Adult Wellness Center serves as shelter in Rogers

Last updated Thursday, January 29, 2009 2:17 PM CST in News

By John Henley Jr.
THE MORNING NEWS

ROGERS — Rogers city employees worked Wednesday to help residents struggling without power and to clear roads with trees felled by ice.

Mayor Steve Womack ordered that Rogers Adult Wellness be used as an emergency shelter for those who lost power to their homes Tuesday.

"We had about 30 people stay [Tuesday] night," Womack said.

A group of eight people came to the shelter from Autumnwood Point and Indian Creek Apartments, 908 Green Acres Drive, in Rogers.

Verna Morgan said she lost power about 7:30 p.m. Tuesday. Gary Belote, residence manager of Autumnwood Point, brought Verna, her husband, Eldon, and others to the shelter on Tuesday night.

Belote, who lives in Lowell, said he checked with all of the Autumnwood Point residents to see who wanted to go to the shelter and transported them to the Wellness Center in his truck, three at a time.

"The mayor and his crew deserve big kudos," Belote said. "They had coffee ready for us when we got there last night."

Nancy Obenchain, 1193 S. Ninth St., came to the Wellness Center at 1 a.m. Wednesday.

Obenchain lost power Tuesday and said it was 50 degrees in her house when she left.

The city had about 100 cots in storage at the Rogers Athletic Center and Rick Stocker, director of Rogers Parks and Recreation Department, bought pillows and blankets at Wal-Mart in Rogers Tuesday night.

Womack said the city would stockpile blankets and pillows with the cots from now on in the event of future emergencies.

Marion Ramsey of Marion's Donuts donated donuts and pastries for breakfast and Womack bought breakfast sandwiches from McDonalds.

Womack said he did not know how much money the city spent on blankets and food.

"We'll tally all that stuff up when all this over, but we're not going to fret the small stuff right now," Womack said.

"We're going to make sure our citizens have a warm place to stay and food to eat,” Womack said.

Rogers police officers brought several people who needed transport to the Wellness Center.

Dispatchers received about 350 calls for service between Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, some wanting welfare checks on family members and others needing transport to the Wellness center, said Angel Murphy-Pearce, public information officer for the police department.

Murphy-Pearce said many people are calling 911 to report power lines down and power outages. Those calls should go to City Hall at 621-1127. City workers can help people faster and it keeps 911 lines open for emergencies, Murphy-Pearce said.

Rogers City Hall has been closed since midafternoon Monday, but a skeleton staff has remained at city hall manning the phones since the storm began Monday.

Janet Foster, Derrel Smith and Cindy Oberholtzer, all Rogers city employees, and Peggy David, Rogers city clerk, have taken turns manning the phones at City Hall.

William Owens, Womack's stepson, volunteered to man the phones in the evenings and early morning hours, Foster said.

Bradley Womack, another of Womack's sons, volunteered at the Wellness Center.

Womack has even taken his turn manning the phone lines, relieving Owens in the early morning hours until someone could come in to take over the morning shift, Foster said.

Other city employees are doing what they can to help. Employees from the parks, Planning and Transportation and Code Management departments are pitching in wherever needed.

Chris Cook, a maintenance technician for Rogers City Hall, 301 W. Chestnut St., made the trek in to work at 3 a.m. and was then shuttled to the Wellness Center at 6 a.m.

"Jerry Hudlow, Rogers city treasurer, called and asked me if I could come in and help out, so I bundled up and walked to work," Cook said.

Lance Jobe, a city engineer, joined Jeff David and Alfredo Franco, both code enforcement officers, on the streets, clearing tree limbs out of roads.

"This is what we're supposed to do," David said. "We care."
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