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Suggested Guidance for State Assessments
State forest resource assessments will identify, describe, and spatially define forest landscape areas where forestry program outreach and activity will be emphasized and coordinated. Establishment of these priority areas is intended to (1) enable the efficient, strategic, and focused use of limited program resources; (2) address current state and national resource management priorities; and (3) produce the most benefit in terms of critical forest resource values and public benefits. This component of a state’s assessment should be geospatially based. 
The geospatial analysis to delineate priority forest landscape areas may include at least one data layer that addresses each of the national objectives: 
· Conserve Working Forest Lands: conserving and managing working forest landscapes for multiple values and uses.  
· Identify and conserve high priority forest ecosystems and landscapes. 

· Actively and sustainably manage forests. 

· Protect Forests From Harm: protect forests from threats, including catastrophic storms, flooding, insect or disease outbreak, and invasive species.
· Restore fire-adapted lands and reduce risk of wildfire impacts.

· Identify, manage and reduce threats to forest and ecosystem health.

· Enhance Public Benefits from Trees and Forests: including air and water quality, soil conservation, biological diversity, carbon storage, and forest products, forestry-related jobs, production of renewable energy, and wildlife.  

· Protect and enhance water quality and quantity.

· Improve air quality and conserve energy. 

· Assist communities in planning for and reducing wildfire risks.

· Maintain and enhance the economic benefits and values of trees and forests. 

· Protect, conserve, and enhance wildlife and fish habitat.
· Connect people to trees and forests, and engage them in environmental stewardship activities.

· Manage and restore trees and forests to mitigate and adapt to global climate change.  

Regional and multi-state analyses that delineate multi-state priority landscape areas, where states can share resources to address regional threats and opportunities, are strongly encouraged. In addition, priority landscape areas may include urban areas and non-forested lands, such as grasslands, agricultural lands and riparian areas, where agroforestry, afforestation, or reforestation will produce environmental benefits.

States are encouraged to draw from existing data sources and layers, including those provided by the National Assessment or developed for the Forest Stewardship Spatial Analysis Project, regional forest resource assessments, Forest Legacy Assessments of Need, and State Wildlife Action Plans as technically valid and appropriate. A state’s geospatial assessment can include one or more weighted overlay analyses that delineate priority landscape areas. A state may choose to conduct separate analyses to address specific resource management or unique program-related questions, or use analyses already completed for individual programs, such as those completed for the Forest Stewardship Spatial Analysis Project or the Southern Forest Resource Assessment. 

In order to facilitate inter-state and multi-state analyses and data summaries, data used in state assessments should be at a scale of 1:100,000 or better and overlay analyses should be conducted at the 30-meter cell size or finer. For example, states may wish to consider using one-meter or parcel-based analysis units in urban areas. A state’s forest resource assessment should include a description of all spatial analysis methods and logic and one or more maps that identify priority forest landscape areas. States should identify information gaps as part of their assessment process. These geospatial information gaps will help focus future data development work at regional and national levels.

It is expected that states have important information critical to assessing forest resource conditions, trends, and benefits that is not available geospatially. In addition to the core issues or themes listed above, states should consider other environmental and social factors as appropriate—such as cultural resources, demographic opportunities, poverty, public health, crime, recreation, and air quality. 
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