 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 12001 GeoMAC Fire Perimeter Data Elements and upload Instructions
Goal: GeoMAC (http://geomac.usgs.gov) was created in August of 2000. One of the layers of GeoMAC is wildland fire perimeter data.  After inputting wildland fire perimeter data into GeoMAC in 2000, it was realized that the wildland fire perimeter data was inconsistent in data elements, projections, and datum used.   In order to increase efficiencies in GeoMAC, standardized fire perimeter data elements are needed.  

The goal is that all wildland fires in the continental U.S. 10 acres and greater will be inputted into GeoMAC and all fires 100 acres in Alaska or greater will be incorporated into GeoMAC. On Type 1 and Type 2 incidents, perimeters would be inputted in to GeoMAC daily. On all other wildland fires, a final fire perimeter would be required.   

Benefits:  The GeoMAC wildland fire polygon database will strategically benefit geographic coordination groups, public safety, and safety of firefighters.  Historic fire perimeter locations are an important element of baseline information that is useful in integrating fire strategies with land management planning.  Committees of Congress have used fire perimeter data to view where fire rehabilitation dollars are being spent.

Procedures: There are three acceptable approaches to inputting wildland fire perimeters into GeoMAC:

1.  The first approach you will enter the following information to the upload form on the GeoMAC site with your fire perimeter polygon. The site that you will upload your data is at: http://ssgic.cr.usgs.gov/pload/perimeter_upload.cfm 

2.  The second approach you will enter the following data elements as part of the file name (the format would be the same as taught in the GIS Technical Specialist Pilot Training Course).  Then you would file transfer protocol (FTP) your file(s) to: FTP://geomacftp.usgs.gov/geomac/fire2001/ and put your fire in the appropriate state directory.  If you decide to use another FTP site, please email geomac@usgs.gov the FTP site location so that individuals uploading perimeter data for GeoMAC can easily retrieve your perimeter data.   

3.  The third method you will embed the following data elements within your polygon theme and FTP your file(s) to  FTP://geomacftp.usgs.gov/geomac/fire2001.  Then you put your fire data in the appropriate state directory on the FTP site or email geomac@usgs.gov the FTP site that you used if different from the geomacftp site.

Data Element Definitions:
event_num -This field will follow the format of the National Situation Report Database with the format of (State-Unit_Code-Fire Number) (e.g.,  NV-CCD-X619)

event_name - The full event name.

event_type -This is the type of event:


Wildland Fire


Complex


Area Command

c_date - The date that the data was collected.

c_time - The military time that the data was collected.

c_method - This is method on how the perimeter was collected:


GPS-Air


GPS-Vehicle


GPS-ATV


GPS-Walked


GPS-Combo


IR-NIRP - National Infrared Program


IR-Other

Satellite - Units (e.g.  For LandSat TM data this would be filled out as Satellite-30m)

Hand Digitized - Scale of Map, DOQQ, etc. that perimeter is digitized from (e.g. Hand Digitized-24K)

poc_name - The point of contact name - This field will not be posted on the web site.

poc_email - The point of contact email (optional field) - This field will not be posted on the web site.

poc_ophone - The point of contact office telephone number (optional field) - This field will not be posted on the web site.

poc_cphone - The point of contact cell telephone number (optional field) - This field will not be posted on the web site.

poc_ephone - The point of contact event telephone number (optional field) - This field will not be posted on the web site.

Data Element Format

	Item Name
	Input Width
	Output Width
	Type
	Example

	event_num
	14
	14
	Character
	CO-PSF-P52666

	event_name
	30
	30
	Character
	Hi Meadows

	event_type
	20
	20
	Character
	Wildland Fire

	c_date
	8
	10
	Date (YYYYMMDD)
	20010618

	c_time
	10
	10
	Character
	1310

	c_method
	20
	20
	Character
	IR-USFS

	poc_name
	50
	50
	Character
	Melinda Walker

	poc_email
	50
	50
	Character
	mwalker@blm.gov

	poc_ophone
	10
	10
	Character
	3032364000

	poc_cphone
	10
	10
	Character
	7209999999

	poc_ephone
	10
	10
	Character
	3032753000


Projection and Datum
The preferred projection for collection is using a geographic projection and Datum of NAD83/WGS84.  However, as long as there is a projection file and/or the projection entered into the GeoMAC upload form, you may use your local projection and datum.
