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Fire History

Introduction/Background

Why we need it.

Long term analysis

ARCIMS prototype

Integrated DB

DOI –fuel projects (requests for inspection e.g much more detailed  vs. USDA

Abstract/ Business Case

Statement of Problem

Hundreds of fire agencies (federal, state, and local) across the United States document point locations of fires in their jurisdiction, realm of influence or cooperative areas. The manner, definition, and locations. Some fire occurrence data is collected by section/township/range, UT This information is not accumulated in any standard format nor does it contain common fields or field definitions. In some cases data is acquired at the local level but never integrated into a statewide database.

1. Each management agency sets up own rules for data collection

2. Data tracked varies

3. Field type varies

4. Lack of ability to integrate data from structural fire department data

5. Collection Period Varies: California has 100 years, Florida 20, Federal Lands variable

6. Definition of location: Florida: ignition point

7. Resolution of information: Florida: centroid of public land survey section

8. Variable coding for Fire Cause: Florida: uses federal coding

9. Some data is tracked digitally other only manually: Florida doesn’t track fire name except on incident cards

10. Lack of enforcement of collection

11. Lack of funding in some areas to provide training, hardware, software, database, staff resources, to maintain layer.

Hesitancy of States to integrate 

US Fish and Wildlife Adopted Structure similar to report

Reasons for the Need 

Integrated Fire History Point Data

The consistent recording and tracking of fire history is necessary for a number of reasons:

1. Funding allocation

2. Planning and analysis 

a. causes aid in public relations

b. Arson mitigation

c. fuel mitigation 

d. determine the amount and number of fires occurring across the landscape

3. Efficiency in tracking

a. Time consuming to integrated data from so many different agencies

b. Standard reporting procedures simply process

Proposed Solution/Recommendations

1. Mininum standards for field collected

2. Process for integration at regional level and then to National level

