Neola North

Briefing_July 8, 2007
Meeting with USFS_Ashley National Forest and BAER to discuss Issues and Concerns:
Upfront information to USFS of BAER, expectations of plan and BAER team.  Also the BAER team expectation of the Forest Service. BAER team leaders gave a general overview of the BAER organizations and the function of the BAER when called to fire assignments.  Also, described the content of the plan and the preparation of the plan based upon specialist and the importance of local resource advisors (specialist) input.  
There would be one plan developed encompassing both BIA and USFS lands. The E-tables and Specifications would be separated out by agency.  Assessments (write up) would be combined
Evening briefings would be held every evening at 8:00 pm to talk about: grnd recons,; others issues that may come to light; discussions by discipline about the list developed here tonight.
Issue and concerns:

· PJ belt: how the hydrology and vegetation are going to response.

· A mile of dozer line on XXXX Mtn._ steep pitches (mostly a suppression issue, but documentation could help be a reminder that the suppression account could help pay for any work done on this line.) 
· Extent of hydrophobic soils

· Whiterocks municipal water and bottle water “crystal water” intake infrastructure.
· Seed only as appropriate (focus on PJ cover type).  Target steep slope too, at least to compete or suppress with cheat grass.
· Post-fire cheatgrass invasion (interrupt grass/fire cycle)

· Roads – now and post fire (culverts) (fish passages).  GIS layers are available from the Nat. Forest.
· Pole creek fisheries (no T&E; non-native trout sport fisheries)

· Northern Goshawk (FS sensitive spp – nest in Pole creek)
· No listed plans on FS, Utes ladies tresses on Tribal land

· Post-fire flooding & debris flows effecting public safety

· Recreation corridors: Buck Ridge Trail, Pole Creek Campground

· Pole creek stream sinks_into limestone rock

· Cultural resources: to North, may be issues

· Fences: range improvements, water developments (catchments)

· Boundary fence: (Tribal responsibility per FS policy); Utah a fence-out state.

· Whiterocks fish hatchery – water source.

· Spring-fed water supplies

· Hazard trees along buck ridge trail.

There is a soils and geology data layer available. The soils layer is lacking some soils info.

Leaders again invited resource advisors to attend evening briefing.  Reiterated the importance of the resource advisors to be part of the plan development process.  Specialist of the BAER team reemphasized the importance of the NEPA process and bring any documents that would help the NEPA process along.  The forest service mentioned two names Chris Rudledge and Cathy Kollenm (spellings?) for Nepa compliance.

PPE would be require for all personnel going out to fire.  

