Cultural Resources
Executive Summary

2007 SoCal Fires

Two hundred and twenty-two (222) prehistoric archaeological or historic sites are within lands burned by the fires. Of these, sixty-six (66) sites that are potentially eligible to the National Register of Historic Places were assessed for risks from post-fire effects.  In addition to these sites, six tribal cemeteries were also assessed for the potential of flooding or erosion.  GIS analysis and where needed, pedestrian survey was conducted to assess potential watershed treatments that may have the potential to affect significant cultural resources.
Three of the prehistoric sites evaluated for risks from post-fire runoff events will require stabilization treatments.  None of the assessed sites appear to have been subject to fire suppression impacts.  With the exception of an abandoned mine and three wells on BLM lands, none of the other assessed sites are in locations proposed for other treatments.  Although vegetation mortality is high within some of the burned area, the assessed sites are located either in restricted access areas or along high visibility corridors. Therefore, the risk from post-fire looting on sites is expected to be low. Two of the six tribal cemeteries assessed by the team will require treatments to prevent flooding and erosion. Four previously unreported sites; two at La Jolla, one at Santa Ysabel, and one on lands owned by the Pala Band in fee were identified during field reconnaissance. 
