Wildlife Executive Summary

The DOI BAER Team Wildlife Specialist obtained a species list from the Carlsbad Field Office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  This list was reviewed by representatives from San Diego National Wildlife Refuge, BLM, and BIA.  Four federally listed species (Quino checkerspot butterfly, arroyo toad, least Bell’s vireo, and southwest willow flycatcher) and one federally threatened species (coastal California gnatcatcher) were determined to occur within the perimeters of the Harris, Witch, and Poomacha Fires.  In addition, four of these species (Quino checkerspot butterfly, least Bell’s vireo, southwest willow flycatcher, and coastal California gnatcatcher) have designated critical habitat within fire perimeters.  Numerous other sensitive species and habitats identified by the Multiple Species Conservation Program and agency lists occur within the fire areas.  Although these species may have been potentially affected by the fires, BAER policy only allows for treatment of federally listed species and designated critical habitats (BAER ES Handbook Section 4.2.9).
The effects of the fires, suppression activities, emergency stabilization treatments, and post-fire impacts were assessed through ground and aerial reconnaissance, review of GIS databases, and consultation with species experts.  It was determined that all of the listed species addressed were directly or indirectly affected, to some degree, by the wildfires.  Suppression actions and emergency stabilization treatment will have minimal effects on populations as a whole.  The BAER Wildlife Specialist conducted Section 7 Emergency Consultation with FWS.  Through this process, measures to minimize impacts to listed species were incorporated into the BAER plan.  Seeding coastal California gnatcatcher and Quino checkerspot butterfly designated critical habitats, with follow up monitoring, were included as treatments to stabilize and prevent further degradation to these areas.  Several non-specification recommendations were also developed, including future research needs.   
